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12 months of age or older 

Severe-to-Profound sensorineural hearing loss bilaterally 

Receive little or no benefi t from appropriate hearing aids 

No medical contraindications 

An educational placement where the development of listening and 

speaking skills is emphasized 

Family support that includes the commitment to the rehabilitative 

process  

What is the process of getting a cochlear implant? 

Before receiving a cochlear implant, an extensive evaluation is 

performed that includes a hearing aid evaluation, an audiological 

evaluation, an otological evaluation, CT scan, a speech-language 

evaluation, and possibly a psychological evaluation. These 

tests are performed to ensure that candidacy requirements 

have been met and that certain benefi ts may be provided by 

the implant. Counseling will also be provided by the cochlear 

implant team regarding the benefi ts and risks of cochlear 

implantation.   

This will include the medical and surgical risks, the pos-

sible benefi ts to be expected, and the follow-up necessary 

to ensure an appropriate fi tting of the speech processor and 

rehabilitation.    

When does surgery take place? 

Once patients have completed the necessary testing to 

determine candidacy, surgery can be scheduled. Surgery is 

performed under general anaesthesia, and typically takes two 

to three hours to complete. The electrode array is fed into the 

cochlea, and the receiver is placed behind the . Most hospitals 

require a one to two day hospital stay before going home.    

What happens after surgery? 

Four to six weeks following surgery the speech processor 

will be programmed. Threshold and comfort levels are 

obtained for each electrode on the internal array, which 

creates a “map”that is stored on a computer chip inside 

your processor. This process is usually done in two to 

three hours.    




