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“Parents are the more 
important partners ….. 
They have more at stake 
and have the greatest 
impact upon their 
children, particularly the 
younger ones, and their 
informed participation 
can be crucial.” 

Mark Ross



Parent-to-Parent Support for Parents of Children who 
are Deaf / Hard of Hearing: Revised Conceptual 
Framework (2016)













“This exercise has me thinking so much about 
moments in my life of being supported and supporting 
other families.... So at the end of the day, there is a 
component of parent-to-parent support that I believe 
cannot be written about, researched, labeled, 
frameworked, or defined.  It just is. Maybe it's the 
listening part, the laughter, the tears, the humor and 
the wine that just got me through to the next thing, the 
next day, etc. in this thing we are calling a 'framework' 
it just is.”







Bagatto & Moodie, 2016



Everyday life situations of 
children ages birth to 6 months

Adolfsson, Bjorck-Akesson, & Lim, 2013



Bagatto & Moodie, 2016; Wainer, Hepburn, & McMahon Griffith, 2017



Explaining the 
disability paradox



Best Practices in Family-Centered Early Intervention 
for Children Who Are Deaf or Hard of Hearing: An 
International Consensus Statement 

(Moeller et al., 2013, p. 435)

Principle 4: Family Social & 
Emotional Support Service providers 

Families are connected to support systems so they 
can accrue the necessary knowledge and 
experiences that can enable them to function 
effectively on behalf of their D/HH children.



Bagatto & Moodie, 2016. Adapted from Hickson & Scarinci, 2007



Promoting a 
common 
understanding
 can help decision-makers understand context 

and content better, and facilitate interventions

 20/21 respondents agreed with significant 
certainty that the conceptual framework has the 
ability to serve as a model for parent-to-parent 
support for parents of children who are D/HH. 



• Joyful, playful 
communicative 
interactions

• Self-efficacious
• Self-determined

• Engagement• Family well-
being

• Overall 
enjoyment

Flexible & 
Holistic

Strength-
based

Supports 
Develop-

ment
Skills-
based



Thank you

For further 
information or 
discussion – or if you 
are a potential MSc or 
PhD student:

Sheila Moodie
sheila@nca.uwo.ca


